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NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEE 

NB. Please add the date of this year’s AGM to 
your diaries: Saturday 30 October 2010. 

The AGM will be held again at the Saint Francis 
Community Centre in Bury, Greater Manchester. 
There will be a buffet lunch as usual and we hope 
to arrange a visit to Turton Tower as part of the 
day’s activities. 

Turton Tower is an ancient pele tower, rebuilt in 
1420 and extended in the 16th and 17th centuries 
into an extravagant Tudor country residence. It is 
now a museum and visitor centre housing a 
magnificent collection of paintings, woodcrafts 
and furniture, including Sir Bertine Entwistle's 
French sideboard. The house also has period 
rooms and nine acres of woodland gardens. 

We also plan to enjoy a meal in a local pub in the 
early evening so that any members who wish to do 
so may join together in a relaxed and informal 
way to round off the day. See September’s edition 
of Twissle Times for final details. 

The editors would also like to emphasise how 
pleased they are when members send family 
research stories for publication - as 
Richard Entwistle and Jen Thompson have done 
this time. It brings variety to our newsletter and 
interesting stories for our readers. Please think of 
any aspects of your own family histories which 
would provide the basis for an article. You can 
either send details or write the article yourself. 

 

                                            Editors:Editors:Editors:Editors:    

Eileen & Brian Cowen 
eileencowen@gmail.com 
www.cowen-ent.co.uk 
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INBOX 

Sent: 26/05/2010 Subj: FFHS Members - Launch of Nonconformist Registers 1694-
1921 

 UK pioneers of freedom now online 

Ancestry.co.uk, today launched online the first 
tranche of Non Conformist Registers, 1694-1921. 
Digitised in partnership with London Metropolitan 
Archives (where the paper originals are held), the 
records reveal the names of thousands of men and 
women who refused to conform to the doctrine of 
the established (Anglican) Church including 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Baptists and Quakers. 

The records contain approximately 224,000 names 
and include baptism and marriage registers and 
burial inscriptions, dating from the late 17th century 
when the roots of nonconformism were laid. As our 
nonconformist ancestors were not recorded by the 
state until 1837, these documents are, for the most 
part, the only records of these non- conformists in 
existence. 

Nonconformists were often intellectuals and free-
thinkers who advanced the progressive causes 
which formed the bedrock of the modern civil 
liberties. Yet early nonconformists suffered terribly 
at the hands of the powerful Church of England 
through laws enacted by an Anglican Parliament. 
These laws, collectively known as the Clarendon 
Code, restricted the civil rights of those not 

professing allegiance to the Church of England and 
remained in effect until 1828. 

Such restrictions prevented nonconformists from 
working for the state or holding a position of public 
office. They were also prevented from studying at 
English universities before University College 
London (UCL) was founded, compelling non- 
conformists to fund their own Dissenting 
Academies. These official restrictions were also 
partnered with social exclusion, with minority 
religious groups often suffering from 
discrimination, intimidation and even physical 
violence. This persecution led many non 
conformists to leave Britain during the 18th century 
and head for America. Many of the ‘Founding 
Fathers’ who authored the Declaration of 
Independence and the US Constitution were 
staunch nonconformists.  

The records form part of the London Historical 
Records, 1500s-1900s which can be accessed 
at www.ancestry.co.uk/LMA 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Annabel Bernhardt abernhardt@ancestry.co.uk 
Beryl Evans FFHS archives.liaison@ffhs.org.uk 

 

Sent: 13/04/2010 Subj: visit to Lancashire by member 303 - Jane Shipley

US member Jane Shipley contacted us to say she 
planned a brief business visit to Lancashire in April 
and wondered if any of the committee would be 
available to meet her to discuss her Entwistle links. 

Unfortunately the volcanic ash cloud from Iceland 
threatened to disrupt her itinerary.  Jane ‘slipped in 
under the wire’ on the day the airports closed and 
her departure was still unsure when I spoke with 
her. 

 We couldn’t meet but by telephone she told me 
that she and her husband hired a car and visited 
Entwistle. The owner of Entwistle Hall invited 

them in to look around! (I think that's happened to 
another member from overseas previously.) They 
also visited Bolton parish church but were 
disappointed to find the graveyard was now a car 
park!  

We discussed her family research and Jane has 
promised to send more information, for possible 
publication, when she returns home to Baltimore 
later this summer. Also see Members’ Update June 
2010. 
 

[Eileen Cowen, Editor]

Sent: 29/05/2010 Subj: Entwistle Railway Sign 

I am moving to New Zealand in the summer and 
trying to declutter. I have a copy of an 
ENTWISTLE railway sign. I bought it from the rail 
museum at York. Do you know of anyone in the 
association who may wish to purchase this?  

I can send a photo if required. 

Regards, 

James Entwisle  jamesentwisle@btinternet.com 



Twissle Times    Issue 42    June 2010 

 
3 

AUSTRALIAN LINKS 

 In March the committee received an interesting invitation 
from Australian member Jen Thompson. She said she would 
be visiting England on a research trip in May and would like 
to meet up with any members keen to hear/share information 
about Ralph Entwistle leader of the Ribbon Gang, hanged in 
Bathurst New South Wales in November 1830.  

Our chairman, Andrew Entwistle with his wife, Betty, and 
editors Eileen and Brian Cowen joined Jen and her family in 
a coffee shop in Clitheroe, Lancashire for a fascinating and 
wide ranging discussion of Jen’s research. She has now sent 
us the following article for publication: 

[Eileen Cowen, Editor]

RALPH ENTWISTLE: WANTED, DEAD OR ALIVE!

If one road to immortality is by infamy then 
Ralph Entwistle, leader of the Ribbon Gang, 
has achieved some form of life after death. I 
am on the trail of the real Ralph Entwistle, 
the one tried at Lancaster in 1827, 
transported to New South Wales and hung in 
Bathurst in 1830. The man not the myth! 1 I 
am writing a television drama series on the 
Ribbon Gang as part of my Doctorate in 
Creative Arts, at the University of 
Technology, Sydney. Perhaps you may be 
able to help me. You may be a descendant of 
Ralph’s family, or related to some of the 
Lancashire people mentioned in his story. 

We know these facts from his convict muster: 
Ralph was from Bolton and arrived in Sydney 
in Nov. 1827; he could read; was single; a 
brick maker; five foot eight and a half inches 
tall; had a ruddy freckled complexion and 
sandy hair. Some of these genetic traits may 
have passed down the generations through his 
siblings.  

He had no previous convictions before being 
caught in the house of James and Alice 
Alldred at Tyldesley-with-Shakerley in 
September 1826. He and, allegedly, a friend, 
Andrew Kirkman (26yrs), were carrying off 
three coats, a Great Coat, a gown cloth, cotton 
cloth, two pairs of trowsers (sic), three shirts, 
a silk handkerchief and two keys. This was a 
premeditated burglary at a time when 
pinching a handkerchief was a hanging 
offence.   

                                                           
1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8QvOywXPW0 

Ralph’s death sentence was commuted to 
transportation to New South Wales. He was 
assigned to a farm in Bathurst. The settler 
trusted Ralph to take his wool to market in 
Sydney town, a journey of a month by bullock 
wagon through bushranger territory. We can 
speculate that Ralph may have been led into 
his first crime by an older mate, as the 
landowner found him of an agreeable 
disposition and trustworthy. He must have 
also been adventurous, strong and reliable, 
civil in his manners and sober, in order to 
have been selected for this journey. 

Convict records are open to recording errors 
and fibs, so cross-referencing is essential. We 
know Ralph was a Protestant, for example, 
because he claimed to be so on the 1827 
Ship’s muster and for the 1828 NSW census. 
When it really counted (i.e. the gallows) he 
was attended by the Church of England 
minister not the Catholic priest. To fix his 
birth date is more difficult: he was reported in 
the Bolton Chronicle to be 22 years old at trial 
on March 10th; he claimed to be 22yrs on 
November 28th, 1827 at Muster; he was 
reported on the NSW Census of November 
1828 as 24 yrs; and on the Burial Records as 
25 years on November 2nd 1830. This 
suggests he was born between November 28th 
1804 and March 10th 1805. We might find 
him in a Protestant Parish record for the 
Bolton area around these dates. 

Tony, Lis and Jen Thompson with Betty 

and Andrew Entwistle and Eileen Cowen 
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Some years ago Barbara Nightingale and 
Maureen Fisher were able to suggest two 
possibilities from the IGI: 

??? Ralph Entwistle – Son of Thomas and 
Ellen Entwistle. Christening: 8th April 1804 
Bolton St. Peter.  

??? Ralph Entwistle – Son of William and 
Mary Entwistle. Christening:  9th September 
1804. Born at Bolton le Moors, Christened at 
Deane by Bolton. 

Through the Family Group Record Collection, 
Church of the Latter Day Saints, I found more 
details on William Entwistle (born 1766, 
Walton le dale) and Mary (born 1770, Walton 
le dale). They had three children- Ann (born 
May 6th 1798 Walton le dale), Mary (born 5th 
Sept.1802 Bolton le Moors) and Ralph (born 
Sept.9th 1804 Bolton le Moors). In the English 
1841 Census I found a William Entwistle 
(approx. 71yrs) living at Bolton le Moors as a 
shopkeeper with Mary Foster (45 years). Was 
this his married daughter, and could it have 
been the remainder of Ralph’s family? 

The problem is – if the Convict records are 
accurate – neither of these Ralphs falls within 
the targeted dates. Then Eileen Cowen found 
me another possibility;  

??? Ralph Entwistle – Son of John Entwistle 
& Betty:  Born: 24 Mar 1805: Abode: 
Ridge:  Source: LDS Film 1545475 Baptisms: 
6 Apr 1805 Emmanuel, Holcombe, 
Lancashire, England. 

If tried in March 1827, Ralph’s age could 
have been entered as the age he would be that 
month.  

I would be grateful for any information 
about this family – or any other likely Ralphs 
you may have come across in your own 
Family History research.  

The article by Barry Cubit on the Ribbon 
Gang2 was my starting point fifteen years 
ago and I am pursuing a number of puzzles 
it raises. 

??? ??? ??? 

                                                           
2
 http://abercrombiecaves.com/bushrangers/ 

While on the trail of Ralph’s family, I also 
turned up a number of convicted Entwistles. 
Here they are, in case they are of help in 
tracing your own family history: 

Entwistle, Thomas per ‘Malabar’ to Hobart 
arrived 1821. Tried at Lancaster 24th 
March1821. Sentenced to 14 yrs.  

Entwistle, John per ‘Phoenix’ arrived July 
14th 1828. From Preston, Reads, Protestant, 
married with two children. Cotton Spinner. 
Tried Lancaster 28/8/1827 for burglary. 
Transported for life. 

Entwistle, James per ‘Sarah’ arrived 
7/12/1829.From Bolton. Labourer, could 
shear and reap. 23 years old. Stole a 
handkerchief. Tried Manchester 19/1/1829. 
Sentenced to 14 years. Possibly the same 
James Entwistle that married Jane Marshall in 
NSW in 1842.  

Entwistle, William per ‘Malabar’ arrived 
October 1819. 26 years old. Weaver, Uttering 
forged notes. Tried 20/3/1819. Sentenced to 
14 years. Assigned to John Blaxland (Jnr) and 
servant of Gregory Blaxland, Field of Mars, 
NSW. Received Ticket of Leave 1825, area 
changed to Sydney town in 1830. Married 
Mary Campbell 1831 (she died 1839) and 
married Frances Day in 1840 (she died in 
1861).  

Entwistle, Martha per  ‘Broxbornebury’. 47 
years, servant. Tried Lancaster 21 March 
1812. Life. Arrived Sydney July 1814 and 
given permission (Feb.1815) to join her 
husband on the Derwent, then given 
permission to remain in Sydney as ‘she do not 
want to go to sea again.’ Martha turns up 
again in April 1815 as a nurse in Castle Hill 
Lunatic asylum with a request for clothing as 
she lost most of her goods on the ‘Emu’ – 
which suggests she tried to join her husband 
but was shipwrecked on the way to Hobart. In 
1824 she was sent to Sydney from Port 
Macquarie to give evidence in a trial. 
Convicts in these secondary punishment 
establishments sometimes drew straws so that 
one would be murdered by another and the 
witnesses get a ‘free trip’ to Sydney to give 
evidence and witness the hanging (See Price 
Warung, Tales of the Convict System and 
Marcus Clarke, For the Term of his Natural 
Life). In 1825 there is a marriage registered 
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between a Martha Entwistle and Thomas 
Carpenter, although this Martha would have 
been sixty eight years old. 

Entwistle, Ann per ‘Broxbornebury’. 28 
years, Cotton weaver. Tried Lancaster 
4/9/1813. Arrived 28th July 1814. Too young 
to be Ralph’s mother and probably too old for 
a sister. Married William Rafter in the Roman 
Catholic Church, Parramatta in 1821.  

Entwistle, Ann per ‘Harmony’.  
By far the most interesting ‘red herring’ I 
have found. 46 years. Catholic. From Over 
Darwen. Mother of three, widow. Reads. 4 
foot eight and three 
quarter inches tall. 
Scar on right 
eyebrow, first joint 
of first finger right 
hand crushed. Dark 
brown/grey hair, 
hazel to brown eyes.  

Tried Lancaster 16/8/1826 for Rioting (one of 
only two women transported for those riots). 

Took part in Loom breaking at Helmshore, 
was arrested and liberated from the New Inn 

by rioters, marched to Chatterton where fired 
upon by military. 

Arrived Sydney, 27th September 1827. 
Assigned to Gregory Harold, Sydney but 
returned to Parramatta Female Factory 
according to the NSW 1828 census. Married 
John Butcher (alias John Arnold) in June 
1830, and received her Ticket of Leave in 
1836. In 1838 she married Richard Broking 
(also written as Burkin or Birking). She was 
granted a Conditional Pardon in 1843. Her 
third husband died in 1855 but Ann lived 
another twelve years and died at eighty seven. 

I have been searching for the names of her 
children – thinking, perhaps, they were 
Catholic christenings or not recorded and 
Ralph was among them?  Ann Entwistle 
boasted to her captor at the riots that she had 
been in Preston House of Correction twice 
before. I searched the Quarter Sessions and 
found that an Ann Entwistle, widow, mother 
of Edmund (18 yrs), Thomas (16 yrs), 
Henry(9 yrs), Alice (7 and a half yrs) and Ann 
(5yrs) had an order of removal against her 
from Haslingden to Edgeworth in January 
1817. Nine years later this Ann (at 46 yrs) 
could have been in the riots and claimed to 
have three dependent children (Henry, Alice 
and Ann).  If so this Ann would not be 
Ralph’s mother. Ann Entwistle must have 
descendants in Lancashire today. I wonder if 
Ralph does? 

 

For further details on any of these records, or if you have information on Ralph Entwistle, please 
contact Jen Thompson at jethompson@csu.edu.au. 

Postal Library & ResearchPostal Library & ResearchPostal Library & ResearchPostal Library & Research    
 

Contact: 
Maureen Fisher 

Ightenhill Farm, 150 Ightenhill Park Lane 
Burnley, Lancashire, BB12 0RP 

Telephone:  01282 435438 
Email: redroserepro@btinternet.com 
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM ENTWISSEL OF NORTHAMPTON 

We recently found this reprint of an article originally published in 1876: 
 

In the Church of St. Sepulchre at 

Northampton, on the floor of the Chancel, 

is a monument bearing the following 

inscription:- 

“Here lye the remains of Captain William 

Entwissel, who was born in Lancashire, Bore 

arms at 16 and continued in the army until his 

death. He served in the wars of Flanders and 

the Netherlands under King William, and was 

in most of the battles fought there. During his 

Reign, in which he was often wounded, 

sometimes made Prisoner of War, and with 

the utmost hazard escaped being slain in 

several engagements, always signalizing himself 

by his Courage at the time of action; who at 

length, after 20 years Peace, died of a sudden 

Mortification in his leg 22 July 1734, aged 76.” 

 

 
‘Local Gleanings relating to Lancashire and Cheshire edited by J.P. Earwaker, M.A., F.S.A.’ 
Reprinted from ‘The Manchester Courier’ Vol. I April 1875-December 1876  

(Blackburn Reference Library) 
???  Does the monument still exist in St Sepulchre’s Church? 
??? Does any member know more about this William Entwissel and his Lancashire origins?  

[Eileen and Brian Cowen, Editors]

GRO GRO GRO GRO BMD Certificate Ordering ServiceBMD Certificate Ordering ServiceBMD Certificate Ordering ServiceBMD Certificate Ordering Service    

For E.F.H.A. members only - new service through GENfair - £12. This includes the cost of the 
certificate, GENfair’s commission and the cost of posting the certificate to you.  EFHA will retain a 
copy of the certificate for our records and details will be entered on the massive database John 
Grundy is compiling. 

Go into GENfair at www.genfair.co.uk/ Then click on Suppliers and scroll down to Entwistle FHA.  
Click on Certificate Ordering Service.  You will be asked to provide your Entwistle FHA 
membership number and details of the Certificate required.  

Please note: GENfair and EFHA will take no responsibility if the incorrect certificate is 
ordered nor will they be liable to refund the customer. If you are unsure of the details of the 
Certificate you require we suggest before ordering you contact our Research Co-ordinator, Maureen 
Fisher redroserepro@btinternet.com or Secretary, John Grundy JTGRUNDY@ aol.com. 
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Don’t forget!Don’t forget!Don’t forget!Don’t forget!          

Check out our Website! Check out our Website! Check out our Website! Check out our Website! 
 
Apart from the interesting articles openly available, EFHA members may also download 
from the Members-Only section:

• Entwistle related Census Records.
town within each county. Other counties with a larger number of Entwistles will 
appear later as a separate list. Note: Cheshire, Derbyshire, Durham, Essex, 
Hampshire, Kent, Lancashire, Middlesex, Staffordshire, S
included. 

• past issues of our newsletter 
problems receiving and downloading our quarterly newsletter, Twissle Times. 
sent out as an Adobe.pdf file
from the member’s area on the EFHA web site
So, if all else fails, login to your Member’s Account, click on the Twissle
and click the latest edition of Twissle Times file, which will appear at the bottom of the 
list of archived editions 
to the first 10 years of Twissle Times. (Also added as an app
issue.) 

• a .pdf copy of Bannister Grimshaw's book
1924. The book, which is 72 pages of extensive research into the local family history, 
with illustrations, has real historical significance going bac
and beyond. Original copies now change hands for upwards of £40.

Our New Forum: A new improved
the first stage of our web development programme aiming to improve
research resources for our members.

Members will need to Register
in a safe place and remember, these will be different to your
remember this is an Open Forum

 At a later date we will be adding more resources which are entirely
communication between members
and family tree data. One possibility under discussion includes adding the PhpGedVie
program. If you wish to try out a demo version 

http://wiki.phpgedview.net/en/index.php?title=Download_v4.2.x

where you will find a Windows Demo and a 
open the zipped file and double
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Check out our Website! Check out our Website! Check out our Website! Check out our Website! www.entwistlefamily.org.uk 

Apart from the interesting articles openly available, EFHA members may also download 
Only section: 

Census Records. These are listed alphabetically by county, then by 
town within each county. Other counties with a larger number of Entwistles will 
appear later as a separate list. Note: Cheshire, Derbyshire, Durham, Essex, 
Hampshire, Kent, Lancashire, Middlesex, Staffordshire, Surrey and Yorkshire not 

past issues of our newsletter - Twissle Times. It seems a few members have reported 
problems receiving and downloading our quarterly newsletter, Twissle Times. 

Adobe.pdf file attached to an e-mail but is also available to download 
from the member’s area on the EFHA web site www.entwistlefamily.org.uk/efha_members

So, if all else fails, login to your Member’s Account, click on the Twissle
and click the latest edition of Twissle Times file, which will appear at the bottom of the 
list of archived editions - something like:  TTMar10.pdf. In the same folder is an index 
to the first 10 years of Twissle Times. (Also added as an appendix to th

Bannister Grimshaw's book "The Entwisle Family" published in 
The book, which is 72 pages of extensive research into the local family history, 

with illustrations, has real historical significance going back to the thirteenth century 
and beyond. Original copies now change hands for upwards of £40. 

 

A new improved Forum has now been added to the EFHA web site. This is 
our web development programme aiming to improve communication and 

for our members.  

Register to use this Forum with a User Name and Pas
in a safe place and remember, these will be different to your Member Login

Open Forum - open to non-members as well as members.

r date we will be adding more resources which are entirely member based
communication between members-only, including facilities to display and exchange research 

One possibility under discussion includes adding the PhpGedVie
program. If you wish to try out a demo version of this, follow this link: 

http://wiki.phpgedview.net/en/index.php?title=Download_v4.2.x  
Windows Demo and a download link. When it has finished downloading, 

open the zipped file and double-click on the .exe file. 
[Tom Entwistle, Webmaster]
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Apart from the interesting articles openly available, EFHA members may also download 

re listed alphabetically by county, then by 
town within each county. Other counties with a larger number of Entwistles will 
appear later as a separate list. Note: Cheshire, Derbyshire, Durham, Essex, 

urrey and Yorkshire not 

It seems a few members have reported 
problems receiving and downloading our quarterly newsletter, Twissle Times. It is 

is also available to download 
www.entwistlefamily.org.uk/efha_members.  

So, if all else fails, login to your Member’s Account, click on the Twissle Times folder, 
and click the latest edition of Twissle Times file, which will appear at the bottom of the 

. In the same folder is an index 
endix to theMarch 2010 

"The Entwisle Family" published in 
The book, which is 72 pages of extensive research into the local family history, 

k to the thirteenth century 
 

has now been added to the EFHA web site. This is 
communication and 

Password. Save these 
Member Login details. Also, 

members as well as members. 

member based, allowing 
only, including facilities to display and exchange research 

One possibility under discussion includes adding the PhpGedView 

download link. When it has finished downloading, 

[Tom Entwistle, Webmaster] 

ECOMING A MEMBER! 
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FLOODS AND FROST - DEATH AT GALLIPOLI, NOV 1915 

As a sequel to our articles about Edward 
Entwistle, driver of the Rocket steam 
locomotive in the 1830s, member Richard 
Entwistle and I have collaborated on a story 
about another member of his family, William 
Edward Entwistle, Richard’s uncle and 
Edward’s great-great nephew. 

William Edward Entwistle was born in Cooper 
Street, Blackburn, Lancashire on 29 December 
1897, the eldest son of Ralph Entwistle and 
Ellen (nee Weaver). He was twin to Mary 
Ellen Entwistle who lived until 1989 – but 
William was dead before his 18th birthday. 

 

Mobilisation of the 4th Battalion, East Lancs Regt at 

their Canterbury Street HQ, Blackburn, 5 August 1914 

We have been unable to find William’s British 
Army Service Records but we do know that he 
enlisted as a private at Blackburn as no 1722 
in “A" Company 1/4th Battalion (T.F) The 
East Lancashire Regiment, probably in August 
1914 while aged only 16. It is likely that he 
then spent some months in Egypt by the Suez 
Canal, undergoing military training and 
releasing regular troops from the British 
garrison for service elsewhere.  The 4th East 
Lancashire TA  were the first volunteers to 
vote for overseas action, the 1/4th unit denotes 
that this was the first unit to be sent abroad, 
subsequent units would be 2/4 etc. 

In January 1915 the British War Council 
decided to try to force a way through the 
Dardanelles Straits to Constantinople and then, 
via the Bosporus to the Black Sea and the 
Russian ports there. Access to these was 
needed to supply Britain’s ally, Russia and to 
export much needed grain from Russia to the 
Allied countries. 

 The first Allied landings took place on 
Gallipoli towards the end of April 1915, with 

much carnage.  The main first phase of the 
British assault was at Helles where several 
VC's were won by Lancashire regiments. It 
was about this time that orders were issued for 
the East Lancashire Division to move from 
Egypt. ‘A’ Company was relieved by ‘B’ 
Company and entrained for Port Said, their 
port of embarkation. On the 5 May emergency 
rations and 200 rounds of ammunition each 
were issued and the Manchester and East 
Lancashire soldiers marched to the quayside, 
boarded transport ships and sailed in convoy to 
the Dardanelles. On 9 May they landed on ‘V’ 
Beach, at the jetty formed by the stranded 
River Clyde steamship, with fewer casualties 
than the landings by the 1st Battalion, 
Lancashire Fusiliers two weeks earlier. 

 From diaries written by other members of the 
1/4th East Lancashire Regiment3 we can 
surmise that William was involved in the 
battles to capture the 700ft high hill of Achi 
Baba which straddled the Gallipoli peninsula. 
The Turks were entrenched on the slopes, 

                                                           
3
 Egypt, Gallipoli, France and Flanders with the 42nd (East 

Lancashire) Division in the Great War, 1914-19 [Paperback] 

Bill Kennedy (Author), Sue Richardson (Editor)  (1990) ISBN 1 

85216 045 4 

 

From his Medal Roll Index Card we know that William 

entered this ‘theatre of war’ on 9 May 1915. 
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commanding the area across which the British 
had to advance towards the village of Krithia. 
Trench warfare continued throughout the 
summer. There was a shortage of 
uncontaminated water, food was unsuitable for 
the climate and the men were exhausted. Even 
after being pulled out of the front line, men 
were working day and night, digging, loading, 
unloading and carrying supplies. It was 
inevitable that men so tired would fall victim 
to typhoid, dysentery and the other illnesses 
common out there. Many had to be evacuated 
by hospital ships. Sickness diminished with 
the coming of cooler weather. 

During the first half of November there had been 

occasional heavy showers and some frost. On the 

15th-17th a violent storm, accompanied by a deluge 

of rain, drove the sea higher and higher up the 

shore, swamping the bivouacs on the beach... Bales 

of hay, sacks of bread, drowned mules, were washed 

down the ravine into the sea. On the night of the 

26th a still fiercer storm raged in the peninsula, a 

storm as disastrous to the combatants as any that 

ever affected armies in the field. Trenches were 

quickly waist deep, and the current swept down like 

a mill-race - kit, equipment, rations, even men, being 

washed away. In places the trenches filled, and the 

troops must drown or stand on the top, a sure target 

for the Turk had he not been in a like 

predicament... The gale became a hurricane; the 

crash of thunder, the blinding flashes of lightning, 

heightened the sense of catastrophe, and the bitter 

cold made it the more unbearable. Piers and 

landing-stages were destroyed and the beaches 

strewn with wreckage. During the 27th the rain came 

down steadily; then the wind veered to the north and 

brought snow and cruel blizzards.
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It was in these conditions, on November 28th 
during the second night of the great blizzard 
that William suffered a head wound. He was 
probably in the front line, on sentry duty and 
presumably shot by a Turkish sniper at 
Fusiliers’ Bluff in the Helles sector. He died 
the following day and was buried. 

After the Armistice his remains were not able 
to be positively identified for burial by The 
CWGC so he is today commemorated on 
Special memorial C 124, a mass grave, with 
individual headstones at Twelve Tree Copse 
Cemetery, Gallipoli. 

                                                           
4 The 42nd (East Lancashire) Division 1914-1918 by Frederick P. 

Gibbon (1920) Country Life 

Richard Entwistle has only this one photo of 
his uncle William, taken at a studio after he 
had signed up. He was in uniform and sitting 
on a motorbike. Richard says that his father, 
Ralph, (aged 12 in 1915), was always bitter 
that his only brother had signed up under 
age. He remembered him as a fearless 

character who never saw 
danger and was always 
walking across parapets on 
high bridges to show off to 
his pals. 

Richard visited Gallipoli a 
couple of years ago and visited his uncle’s 
communal grave, with its own headstone, in 
Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery. He was the first 
of William’s family to visit since his 
death near Krithia in November 1915. Richard 
comments:  

“Strangely for me, since I 
never knew him and had only 
one photograph, it was a very 
emotional experience. We 
stayed in Istanbul and hired a 
taxi, and guide for the day for 
what was about a 
400 mile trip. It is a very 

beautiful unspoilt landscape, a national 
heritage sanctuary. The very tip is where the 
British initially landed at several beaches, and 
heavy loss was encountered when the Clyde 
ship was used as a landing craft. From this 
point you can see the hills around Krithia in 
the distance, the initial objective which was 
never captured.”  

[Richard Entwistle, 248, and Eileen Cowen] 
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 I was particularly interested in Richard’s 
information about his uncle’s war service and 
death as I also had an uncle, Albert Garner, 
who served at Gallipoli.  

He sailed from England as a 19 year old 
during July 1915 in the 2/4th East Lancashire 
Regiment to reinforce the troops already there. 

 He left a diary of his activities (only 
discovered by his family fifteen years after his 
1968 death). He was evacuated from Gallipoli 
because of dysentery in September 1915, went 
on to fight at the Somme in 1917, surviving 
the war to marry his fiancé, Nellie Entwisle 
(my father’s sister) towards the end of 1919.  

His diary was donated in the 1980s to the 
Imperial War Museum, London but can now 
be accessed online at our family website:  
www.cowen-ent.co.uk. 

Last week Brian and I returned from a holiday 
during which we visited Anzac Cove, Lone 
Pine Cemetery and a Turkish war cemetery 
further along the Gallipoli peninsula. As 
Richard said, it is a beautiful, peaceful and 
welcoming landscape today – hard to imagine 
the horrors that occurred there almost 100 
years ago. At this beautiful spot we were 
moved by the Turkish leader Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk’s later homage to the fallen: 

 
Memorial to the fallen, by Ataturk, at Anzac Cove, 

Gallipoli 

 

 

Looking south-west towards Cape Helles, Gallipoli, June 2010 

 [Eileen Cowen, Editor] 

THOSE HEROES THAT SHED THEIR BLOOD 
AND LOST THEIR LIVES... 

YOU ARE NOW LYING IN THE SOIL OF A FRIENDLY 

COUNTRY. 
THEREFORE REST IN PEACE. 

THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE JOHNNIES 
AND THE MEHMETS TO US WHERE THEY LIE SIDE 

BY SIDE 
HERE IN THIS COUNTRY OF OURS... 

YOU, THE MOTHERS, WHO SENT THEIR SONS FROM 

FAR AWAY COUNTRIES, 
WIPE AWAY YOUR TEARS. 

YOUR SONS ARE NOW LYING IN OUR BOSOM 
AND ARE IN PEACE. 

AFTER HAVING LOST THEIR LIVES ON THIS LAND 

THEY HAVE BECOME OUR SONS AS WELL. 
ATATURK (1934) 


